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North Yorkshire Coast Opportunity Area – Essential Life Skills Fund 
 

BACKGROUND 
The North Yorkshire Coast has been designated by the Department for Education (DfE) as one of 12 
‘opportunity areas’. This means that additional funding is being invested in the North Yorkshire Coast 
(covering Scarborough, Whitby and Filey) with the purpose helping local children get the best start in life, no 
matter what their background. Ensuring all children can access high-quality education at every stage is 
critical. The focus of this programme is not just on what can be done to help inside schools, but also to 
create opportunities outside school for children and young people to develop essential life skills, have 
different experiences and broaden their horizons. 

 
DfE recently awarded the North Yorkshire Coast Opportunity Area (NYCOA) additional funding of £820k to 
be invested in an Essential Life Skills (ELS) fund to enable children and young people aged 5 -18 years old 
to participate in regular extra-curricular activities such as sports, volunteering and social action projects. 
Funding can be used for activities up until July 2019. 
 

Our vision… 
…is that the NYCOA Essential Life Skills Programme will support all young people in Scarborough, Whitby 
and Filey to explore the opportunities open to them in life and to have the skills they need in order to pursue 
them. Data indicates that there are more barriers to social mobility in these areas than in many others 
across the country.  
 
A central part of this programme is providing opportunities for children and young people to participate in 
regular extra-curricular activities – the Essential Life Skills Fund. 
 
There is a growing body of evidence to indicate that the development of non-cognitive skills through these 
activities can be linked to improved outcomes.  

 
The North Yorkshire Opportunity Area Board’s ambition… 
…is for all young people to have access to a range of extra-curricular activities. We will prioritise projects 
that seek to increase participation from young people from lower social economic groups and people who 
might not usually take part in activities. 

 
Our aim… 
…is to provide short-term funding for new, or significantly extended access to, varied provision across the 
NYCOA. This provision will help children and young people to develop skills; improve their wellbeing; and 
engage with their communities through a wide range of activities and support (such as skills development, 
drop in sessions, sports, arts, culture and social action). Supported projects will need to demonstrate that 
they will have an impact on the development of skills and be able to reach different groups of young people 
and their families, in particular those who do not currently participate in these types of activities. 
 

Our outcomes… 
…will focus on the development of a range of skills. Projects supported through the Essential Life Skills fund 
will have to demonstrate that they will provide opportunities for regular and persistent participation and that 
they are making a positive contribution to one, or more, of the following: 

 Aspirations, communication skills, wellbeing, confidence, resilience, self-esteem, problem-solving, 
team-working and leadership skills 

 
Projects should be accessible to children and young people of all genders, socio-economic and ethnic 
backgrounds and across a range of abilities, including those with special educational needs and disabilities. 

 
 

GRANTS AVAILABLE 
Organisations will be able to bid for between £20,000 and £85,000 for funding up to the end of July 2019. 
The funding will be released in two phases. The first phase will be open until 31 March 2018 and will 
allocate £350k from the total budget. Phase 2 will be open at some point between 1 April 2018 and 31 
March 20191.  
  

                                                 
1 The application criteria for Phase 2 of the fund may be subject to change. 
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APPLICATION FORM GUIDANCE 
Please complete the application form whilst taking account of the guidance below.   
 
 
Section One: Tell us about your organisation 
 
Guidance Note 1: Please complete the contact details of the organisation that is applying for the grant, 

including an appropriate named contact person who we will liaise with throughout the 
grant application process.   

 
Guidance Note 2:  Q6 - Applications are open to a range of organisations including schools, local  
   authorities, voluntary and community groups, social enterprises, faith groups (see 
   note 1) and commercial organisations (see note 2). 
 

Note 1: Faith groups are welcome to apply but activities which evangelise or 
proselytise religious beliefs will not be eligible. Projects that only work 
with one faith are also not eligible. 

Note 2: Commercial organisations are welcome to apply however they must be 
able to demonstrate that the funded activities do not generate any 
private profit.  

 
 
Section 2 – Tell us about the grant you are requesting 
Please tell us about the level of grant you are requesting, ensuring that the level of detail given correlates with 
the level of grant that you are requesting (i.e. more detail will be required for a larger grant).  Where possible, 
please cover the following areas: 
 
Guidance Note 3: Q8 - This is where you can tell us about your project and what you are intending to 

deliver, please include as much detail as you can; including details about: 

 Background to the project.  

 The range and types of activities you will offer (see guidance note 4). 

 The number of sessions you will run. 

 How many young children and young people will benefit. 

 The geographic area of benefit and the proposed location(s) for your project. 

 Start and finish dates.  

 How you have identified a need for this project or activity. 

 Any consultation you have carried out to shape and inform your project. 

 If you haven’t carried out any consultation, please outline how you will engage with 
the local community to ensure young people’s voices are heard. 

 How you will secure the participation of young people, particularly those that do not 
have a history of participation. 

 Who will deliver the project – including any partners or sub-contractors. 

 How you will engage volunteers and how many will you need. 

 How you will continue with the project after the funding has ended. 

 How you will promote the project.  

 Any plans to enable the project to be financially sustainable beyond the funding 
period. 

 
Guidance Note 4: The fund is looking to support a range of extra-curricular activities including skills 

development, drop in sessions, sports and outdoor recreation, arts, culture, 
environmental, volunteering, uniformed youth groups, youth enterprise and social 
action. 

 
 NB: Funding cannot be used for any existing activities or those which are already 

funded whether directly or indirectly by HM Government or its agencies. 
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Guidance Note 5: Q9 - Please list items of expenditure for this project. If the project is planned to take 
   place over more than one financial year (1 April – 31 March), please profile the  
   expenditure across the years the project will take place.  
 
Guidance Note 6: Q9 - Permitted Expenditure.  

 Reasonable administrative costs are permitted providing the project can 
demonstrate value for money.  

 Volunteer expenses and refreshments are permitted.  
 Travel costs are permitted where it is necessary to assist some children and 

young people from low income backgrounds to participate in activities. For 
example, part of the fund could be used to pay for a child’s travel to attend an 
activity, where it clear that without such payment, the child will not be able to 
participate in the activity. 

 Capital costs / equipment are NOT permitted. 

 All funding must be used by July 2019. 
 
Guidance Note 7: Q10 - This should show the total cost of the project for all the years the project will 
   operate. 
 
Guidance Note 8: Q11 – If the total cost of the project exceeds the grant being requested, please  
   provide details of any additional funding sources. This can include your own funds, 
   earned income and any additional grants or donations you have or intend to apply for.  
 

Applications are particularly welcome from organisations who are able to demonstrate 
that they can attract longer term external funding beyond the term of this fund. 

 
Guidance Note 9: Q12 - Please state the total amount of grant being requested – minimum of £20,000 up 
   to a maximum of £85,000. 

 
 
Section 3: How your project relates to the essential life skills fund aims and desired outcomes. 
This section will allow you to demonstrate how your proposed project will contribute to the ELS Fund’s aims 
and outcomes.  
 
Guidance Note 10: Q14 - Please give details regarding how the specific activities you are proposing will 

meet one or more of the fund’s outcomes – clearly linking the activities to the outcomes 
you selected in Q13. 

 
Funded organisations will be expected to evidence that provision is reaching targeted 
localities and audiences. Organisations will be asked to agree data collection and 
sharing arrangements as part of the funding agreement which will detail the type of 
data required and what it will be used for. 

 
You should also ensure that you have embedded appropriate processes and 
monitoring systems in place in order to allow for monitoring and external evaluation. 
This will include being able to provide management information about participant 
numbers. You should consider collecting information about:  

 Number of beneficiaries. 

 Number of volunteers recruited. 

 Volunteer hours. 

 Number of sessions delivered. 
 
Guidance Note 11: Q15 – We are keen to see a range of different organisations apply to the fund 

including those providing activities designed to work within, or in partnership with, 
schools in the NYCOA. We encourage providers to use any existing relationships or 
partnership arrangements they have in developing their ideas.  
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GENERAL TERMS & CONDITIONS 
All grants will managed through a funding agreement which will broadly reflect the aspirations of North 

Yorkshire Coast Opportunity Area Programme.  

 

 
MONITORING AND EVALUATION 
All projects will be subject to on-going monitoring and verification that is appropriate to the level of the grant, 

to ensure that the project has been delivered as anticipated. The details of this will be outlined in your offer of 

grant; North Yorkshire County Council retains the right to reclaim grant funding should the applicant fail to 

meet the terms and conditions of the offer of grant.  

 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
All applications must be made on the ELS Fund Application Form.  
 
Applications for Phase 1 of the fund should be submitted by midnight on Monday 5th March 2018. The 
applications will then be evaluated by a panel comprising representatives from Department for Education, 
NYCC Stronger Communities team and the NYCOA Programme Director who will make recommendations 
to the NYCOA Programme Board for decision. 
 
Applicants will be notified regarding the outcome of their application by Friday 30th March 2018. 
 
 
If you would like further information about the ELS Fund or would like to discuss the submission of 
an application, please contact: 
 
Richard Benstead 
Programme Director - NYCOA 
richard.benstead@northyorks.gov.uk 
07970 679668 
 
 
All completed applications should be submitted to: 
 
Mark Taylor 
Stronger Communities & NYLAF Development Officer 
North Yorkshire County Council 
County Hall (WB Rm38) 
Northallerton 
DL7 8AD 
 
Mark.taylor@northyorks.gov.uk 
01609 533914 
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